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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


Office Action Summary 


~ Applicants) 

RUDISILL ET A 


1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 8/21/2003. 9/26/2003 . 
2a)[X] This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matte 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) §] Claim(s) 1^20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 03 Claim(s) U20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by 1 
10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/ar 

Applicant may not request that any ob 


Examiner. 

a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner, 
ton to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
I(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 


1 1 )□ The oath or di 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) K1 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 


of References Cited (PTO-892) 


jnt Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 5. The Examiner acknowledges the response of 8/21/2003 and the 
supplemental response of 9/26/2003. 

16. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okada et al. 5,364,694 in view of Bhat et 
al., International Nonwoven Journal, Vol. 6, # 5. 

Okada describes a polyethylene terephthalate based meltblown 
nonwoven fabric (corresponding to the claimed multiple component 
meltblowen fiber) comprising a mixed polymer of 75 to 98% by weight 
polyethylene terephthalate, and 2 to 25 by weight of a polyolefin, (see 
abstract). Okada describes the polyolefin can be polyethylene, (column 3, 
lines 65-68; column 4, lines 1-4) among others. Okada describes the 
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blending of the polyolefin, polyethylene, with the PET (polyethylene 

terephthalate) reduces the melt viscosity, (column 4, lines 10-15). Okada 

differs from the claimed invention because it is silent about the values of 

intrinisic viscosity. 

Bhat describes meltblown nowwoven webs and how blends of PET 

affect intrinsic viscosity. It is known that lower viscosity of the polymer 

results in easier melt blown processing and smaller fiber diameters, 

(see page 54, abstract; page 58 2 nd paragraph). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 

time the invention was made to modify the nonwoven fabric of Okada 
with the PET of Bhat motivated with the expectation that improved 
meltblowing processing would give performance properties with 
intrinisic viscosity lowered as described by Bhat. 

19. Applicant's arguments regarding the previous rejections of 
record were considered, but with the new grounds of rejection the 
arguments are moot. The previous rejections are withdrawn. 

20. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
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FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final 
action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the 
mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 

21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to John J. 
Guarriello whose telephone number is 571-272-1476. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8 am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on 571-272- 
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1478. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 571-272-0994. 

John J. Guarriello:gj 


Patent Examiner 



January 8, 2004 


SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 


